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Ar. {Codkcrdfeld at te « Council. 


Chamber in Bosron, on Thurſday 


5 he fixſt Day öf ſU&E 1969. 


a ene 
PR ES ENT 


oho eil 


HisExcellengytheGoyernorinCoundil 


Vic A-- wed 


Adviſed and Ordered, That the 
Thanks of the Governor amd Council 


Derr 


be given to the Rev. Mr. Jasox HaAvEN, 
for his Sermon preached Veflelda), 
being the Day appointed by che Royal 
Charter for the Election o Coι,ͤe²m d 
for the Province: ; apd.char ROTALI 


TYLER and SAMUEL DexTER, Eſqrs. 


+44. &« 4 & 3 a= 


— 5 on him with the Thanks of the 
9 and Council zagqding lx. 


* N 8 


and in ; cheirName deſire of him Dy 


of his ſaid Sermon for the Profi.. 
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For OR promotion cometh beiter om 
* 7 * 


"the 4 Yy nor mne tlie mm 1 
from the fourth: To But God: is 


1 118 ; 197 5 
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the judge; : He putteth down one, 


i and ferterh up another, 


Y the night of reaſon and 
nature, we are led to 
believe in, and adore 

+ God; not only as the 
maker, but alſo as the 

1 governor of all things, 


In the fame way we may be ſatisfied that 
i A3 it 


— —— — 


it is agreeable to the divine will, that 


good. 
comes in to the aſſiſtance of reaſon, and 


6 An Erzction-SznMon. 


civil government be eſtabliſhed among 
men, on principles equitable in them- 
felves, and conducive to the common. 
But in "theſe points, revelation” 


ſhews them to us in a clearer light than 
we could ſee them without it's aid. This 
is done by many paſſages of ſacred ſcrip- 
ture,and by that which I haye now read 


in particular; which, without a critical 


examination of it's connexion, or any 
labored comment on it, may lead us to 
conſider — God's approbation of civil 
government — His agency in putting 
men into, and removing them from places 


of power what vie us perſons | ſhould 


have in ſeeking and acceꝑting a part in go- 
vernment what rules ſhould be obſerv- 
ed in introducing men into office 
how thoſe that are promoted ſhould be- 
have towards the people and how the 
people ſhould behave towards them. 
The two former of theſe heads of diſ- 


courſe lie plainly in the words of my text; 


the others are natural inferences rom 
em: 


Tür 


An Err TWO on. 9 


ow „iner thing to be confidered is 
approbation of Civil wil- government 
room mankind. This might be argu- 
ed from the diſpoſitions and capacities 
which he hath implanted in human na- 
ture. By theſe men are adapted to ſoci- 
ety, and inclined to affociate together; YH 
and by affociating, the happinels of ag 

Wr ener may be great improved. 


Br forming into civil ſociety, men do 
indeed give up ſome of their natural 
righes; but it is in proſpect of a rich com- 
penſation; in the better fecurity of the 
reſt, and in the enjoyment of ſeveral ad- 
ditional ones, that flow from the conſti- 
tution of government, which ey efta- 
bliſh. Individuals' agreeing in certain 
methods, in which their united force 
and ſtrength ſhall be employed for mutu- 
al defence and ſecurity, is a general idea 
of civil government. Theſe method 
deſence being lawful and right in them 
ſclves, mult be agreeable to the will of 
God © who'loveth righteouſneſs” They 
muſt pleaſe him who isa God of order 
and not of confufion ;* as they tend to 
prevent © confuſion addevery evil work,” 
2 A 4 | which 


— 
9 . 
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\ 


which otherwiſe would prevail. without 
reſtraint, among ſuch j in Need Freqares 
as We are. en AT 
Tas ſtate. of things | in our world is 
evidenrly ſuch, as to render civil go: 
vernment neceſſary : But for this,life, lis 
bert „ and property would be expoſed 
to fatal invaſion. "The luſts of men,from 


. come wars and fightings, would 


pot. e upder ſofficient reſtraint. Their 
conduct would be like that complained 
of in Iſrael, when they had no king; 
10 Every one did that which was right 
yl his own eyes.“ Men would reſemble 
he, fiſhes | in the ſea, the greater, devour- 
ing the leſs. , This ſtate of things as 
fall determines the will of God, who 
hes. in the happipeſs of his creatures, 
0 e ayor of civil government, as it could 
bave been done. by an expreſs revelation, 
8 of ebene in this caſe, i is the 
Val God. / 


Bu 1 * v iu of, God. as to this thing, 


is not only deduceable ſrom theſe reaſon- 


ings . 1 His word of revelation, declares 
. , The powers bat be arg," expreſ$ 


e vii. 6. 2 
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ſly ſeig ta be,! ordained. ot God. Giyit 
rulers are. called * the miniſters of God.“ 
And“ he that reſiſteth them” is ſid: to 
10 reſiſt the ordinance of God,” 8 
I IEOTUTRS 

Ber though God's approbation | * 
civil government is ſo evident; yet he 
hath not ſeen fit to point out any particu- 
lar form of it, in which all men are 
obliged to unite. This is left as a matter 
of free choice and agreement. Men 
have a natural right to determine for 
themlelves, in what way, and by vhm 
they will be governed. The notion of 
2 divine indefeaſible right to govern; 
yeſted } in particular perſons, or families, 
is wholly without foundation; andi is, 
1 think, as generally exploded at this 
gay, by men of ſober minds, as that of 
uninterrupted ſucceſſion in eccleſiaſtical 
office, from the apoſtles of Chriſt, in 


order to the validity of crit 
niſtrations, 


ww SS . 


— | 


„THE moſt impartial diſquiſitions of 
this matter, ſaith an anonymous writer, 
founded on the common ſenſe and 
05 practice of mankind, have long ago 


* convinced 


I Row. viii. 2, , 4 


xo An BU rent. 


4 oohvinesd che wiſe and unpfejudiced- 
that no individual, however nobly 
bern "has e. right over the perſon or 

property of another, except only from 
4 mutual compact, entred into ſor gene- 

ral benefit; the conditions of which, 
are as obligatory on the governing, 
son the governed parties. No man, 
in the nature of things, is any way 
ſuperior or inferior to his fellow citi- 


ted to. It is only to prevent the con- 
fuſion which riches, intereſt, or ambi- 
tion might create, among perſons 
* « equally qualified, that the ſovereignty 
«hath been ſertled'in particular families. 
* It is in regard only to conveniency, 
that the ſucceſſion ſhould remain unin- 
« terrupted, as long as ĩt can be conſiſtent 
with the good of the whole. But 
© wherethis is infringed; diſpenſed with, 
<* ſuperſeded, the obligation is cancelled; 
The people are free, and may either 
chooſe a new form of government, or 
1 old, into other hands.“ 


16 
ef 
£c 
* are ſuppoſed to have mutually conſen. 
tt 
« 


ALL 


zons, but on ſuch conditions, as they 


: 
| 
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- ALL: nations have not choſen the fame 
form of government: Nor can we deter- 
mine that any one would be beſt for all; 
The different genius,temper and ſituation 
of nations and countties, may make 
different conſtitutions of civil policy 
eligible, as different temperaments in 
human bodies, and the different climates 
in which they are placed, require different 
methods of regimen. - 5 


Tu Theocracy oſ the Jews doth not 
diſprove. this natural liberty of choice, 
That was no doubt a ſignal favor to that 
pepple, while it continued; and it was 
ungrateſul in them to be ſo ſoon weary 
of it. Other nations were left to their 
liberty, to chuſe ſuch a form of govern- 
ment, as they might think would beſt 


anſwer the end of all government, the 


public welfare ; whether that of Monar- 
chy, Ariſtocracy, or Democracy; or a 
mixture of theſe. It is a mixture of theſe 


that our nation hath fixed upon: And 
this we-are ready to think the, happieſt 


that can be. We may poſſibly be pre- 
judiced in favor of it, becauſe it is our 
own. Indeed we have leſs reaſon to 

thiok 


18 An ELxcmyon:Sznkov, 


think we are, ſince we have fo.'many 


teſtimonies of ſtrangers to it's excellency: 
Befides theſe teſtimonies, we have had 
ſuch.praofs of it's goodneſs, as are moſt 
convictive, thoſe of experience. By it 
« wechave enjoyed great quietneſs, and 
important favors have been done to our 


W 8 2:11 DIS: 00) ft; M71 
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IN this form of EE power 
and privilege are Happily united. They 


are wrought into it's foundation, ſo that 


they cannot be ſeperated, but by pulling 
down the pillars of it. Magiſtrates cart 
not exerciſe their power, withour mains 
taining the rights and privileges of the 
people: And people cannot efoy their 


rights and privileges, without aſſerting 


and ſupporting the power of magiſtrates; 
We have reaſon to be thankful to the 
great Founder of civil government, that 
under his influence, our nation hath 
agreed in this conſtitution, whieh hath 
already contributed ſo much to ir's/hap- 
pineſs; and the important bleſſings of 
which, we hope, will flow ae o e 
lateſt Fe 10761 t 223000! 
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dx bak the beſt ſorm of governthent 


ſelll not render ap eple ſafe and happy, 
without) W god adminiſtration. More 
depends? on-places oi public. tfuſt being 


preperhy filled, than barely on the con- 


ſtitutſoh. A people may perhaps, for a 
ſcaſon,., be: twlgrably: happy, under the 
moſt exceptionable form of government; 
but can ſcarcely be ſo, under the beſt, 
when adminiſtationn is groſly corrupt. 
Their rights and privileges ate very ndar- 
ly affected, by the character and; cen 
duct of their rulers... The advancement of 
perſons to places i in government. is there- 


fore a molt intereſting affair. It requires: 


the ſerious attention of all, who have a 
hand in it: And it will dead over iman 
of religion, to implore the fa vor andi 


influęnge of the ſupreme ruler, who: p 


teth dawn\. one, and ſetieth up another 

This leads me, . Bun 
+ D ONS & 1 ybe9l 
„Stconprf. To conſider the agehey 
af God, in putting men into, and remow] 
ing them from places in ee 
11 181} 16 2 jo 5c: - * 30! ia 
-:PRQMATION, ſaith the beben 
my text, cometh neither from the ruſt, 
B36! nor 


: 
| 
| 
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nor from the meſt, wor from the ſtutb. We 
ac agg Cas one remarks on the words} 
© gait it, either by the wifdom of the men 
of the #aſt or by the numerous forces of 
the weſters iſles 3-6r from thoſe of Egypt 
or. Arabia, which lie ſouthward of 'Fudea. 


The reaſon why the #orth is not mention 


ed may be becauſe the ſame word which 
is rendered north ſignifies God's ſecrets 
place or counſel, from whence promotion 
doth come. Perhaps no more is inten- 
ded by this poetical expreſſſon, than that 
the moſt favorable concurrence of ſecond 
cauſes, will not prevail to advance per- 
ſons in government, without the influ- 
ence of the firſt. A truth Which none 
can diſbelie ve, who admit God's Tuper- 
intendency over all haman affairs. A 
truth, in the faith of which, our own' 
obſervation may have been ſufficient to 
confirm us. Have we not known ſome, 


ready to compaſs fea and land, and to 


go from eaſt to welt 5 and from north to 
ſouth, in purſuit of honor? And yet have 
they not found it like a ſhadow, in this 
reſpect, as well as in ſome other, that it 
hath fled before them with a motion as 


1 as that wit Which they have fok' 


lowed 


' 
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lowed it ? While, they have tried every 
promiſing method to climb che flippery 
hill of honor, all their attempts have been 
blaſted, and blaſted in ſüch ſecret and 
unexpected ways, as could not be ac- 
counted for, but. by the agency of him 
& who, diſappointeth tho devices of the 


crafty, ſo that their bands unn 128 
form their e * 


Pronotion Vas Cenied, to che 
power of ſecond: cauſes, is attributed to 
that of the firſt. God is the jusge: He 
pu tteth down one, and fetteth up anoſber. | 


Gori is the judge—When ſavent pars 
ties contend for the prize of preſerment, 
he determineth it to which he 2 
ſo as beſt to ſerve his own purpoſes... Tt 
is not only ſafe but happy for the World, 
that. abſolute and uncontroulable.power 
ſhould be poſſeſſed, by a being of infinite 
wiſdom, invaxiable juſtice and. boundleſs 
mercy. Such power is often, aſcrided 
to God, in the inſpired writings: '* Wiſh 
e dom and might are his: He removeth 
« kings, and ſetteth up kings: He hath 
4 put down the mighty from ang 


eh Van, 


a 


16 5 A krreribd- Sun 


ind re them of low deg re. be 
* mot high tuleth in the Lingo of 
HH, and giveth, i it to whonmſoever 
he wil? OT. 
a. Sf yn ' $3548; &@ 7 

1 .Gop ir the judge? en S qualieditdnt 
for government, and his judgment Ig al- 
ways actording to truth.“ He knows 
whom to promote and whom to depoſe, 
in order to anſwer the wiſe plan of his 
uitiverſaÞprovidehce!” This 1535 God 
doth not uſaallyexerciſe? in att immediate 
way, but dy the intervention of ſeveral 
ſecond cauſes ©; and theſe are united and 
combined together in ſuch a manner, as 
could' be done by no - underftanding but 
one that is infinite. Sacred, and other 
hiſtories furniſh us with inſtances hereof. 

The advancement of Joſeph to great 
dignity and power in theEgyprian court, 
is 4 remarkable one. A variety of un- 
eonnected cauſes operated to bring this 
about, unconnected in thęmſelves, but 
dnited by him, whoſe kitigdom roleth 
over all.” It was by the agency of God, 

that king Saul was dif graced, and Day il 
advanced; an event, to which it is pro; 
bubls, our'text has ſpecial reference: By 


b. 1 
* Dan. II. 21. Luke I, 52. Dan. IV. 


0 
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thit it came to paſs, that proud Hama 
was hanged on the gallows he trad made, 
of fifty cubits high; while Mordetai the 
Jew, for whom he had prepared the fatite, 
was promoted: By this, that haughty 
Nebuchadnezzar was turned a gtazing a- 
tnong the beaſts; to teach him that the 
heavens do rule: By ig, that boa ſting 
Herod was eaten of worms, becauſe he 
did not conſider that he was one himſelf. 


THe influence of the ſupreme gover- 
for of the world, in bringing about ſuch 
events, in later ages, is not leſs real, 
though perhaps leſs evident and imme- 
diate, It muſt be acknowledged in put- 
ting down ſome, and ſetting up others, 
in our own nation and land. The fall 
of that unhappy and miſguided king, 
Charles the firſt, was an inſtance of it. 
So was that ever memorable event, ſo 
happy in it's conſequences to Gr FAT- 
BRITAIN, and to theſe CoLonies, cal- 
Jed theREvoLUT1oN, when king James 
the ſecond abdicated the throne, and 
KinG W1LL1aM and QuEEN Maxy, 
of glorious memory, were advanced to 
it; which made way for the preſent haps 
__”_— 3 


— 


| John XX. 1, | . 
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PY- eſtabliſhment i in the houſe of Ha No- 
VER, The. people of this province, not 


only ſhared in common with their fellow 


ſubjects, on the other ſide of the Atlantic, 
in the advantages ariſing from this great 
change in government, but were parti- 
cularly happy, in being delivered from 
the oppreſſi ve and tyrannical adminiſtra- 
tion of Sir Edmund Andros. The agen- 
cy of heaven in theſe events, doth not 
determine the innocence or guilt of thoſe, 


who were the voluntary inſtruments of 


bringing them about. Thou couldeſt 
have. no power at all againſt me,” ſaid 
our Saviour to Pilate, .* except it were 
given thee from above: * Yet this did 
not prove him Innocent, in © condemn- 

ing that juſt one. 


THE promotion of men to places of 
power and truſt, who either have no 
talents for government, or are diſpoſed 
to uſe thoſe that they have, to wicked 
prac is an event, which may ſeem 

ard to be accounted for. God's judg- 
ments are a great deep.” This however 


muſt be a ſettled principle with us, * that 
the Judge of all the earth doth right.” 
His 


19 


His providence is by no means to be im- 
peached. The moral evils which take 
place, in conſequence. of ſuch. promoti- 
ons, are not to be charged on him. He 
may permit ſuch. things, to puniſh a bad 
temper, either in the perſons. promoted, 
or in the people over whom they are ſet, 
or in both. We ſhould conſider it as the 
primary deſign of ſuch puniſhment to 
reform them; but if they remain incor- 
rigible under it, a fuller diſplay of God's 
rectoral juſtice and hatred of ſin, will be 
made in their ruin. The ſcripture 
faith unto Pharaoh, even for this ſame 
purpoſe have I raiſed thee up, that 1 
might ſhew my power in thee, and that 
my name might be declared throughout 
all the earth. +" In judgment to Iſrael, 
Saul, and ſeveral wicked kings, were 
ſet over them. © There is ( ſays Doctor 
Tillotſon) a kind of moral connexion and 
communication of evil and guilt, be- 
tween princes and people ; ſo that-they 
are many times mutually rewarded for 
the virtues and good actions, and pu- 
niſhed for the ſins and faults, of « one a- 
nother. ; 955 
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B 2 Goop 
+ Rom. IX. 27. 
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Goop men, who have excellent ta- 


lents for government, and a diſpoſition 
to uſe them for the public advantage, are 


ſometimes kept᷑ out of place, or ſuddenly 
ſtripped of that civil power with which 
they had been cloathed. This is a chap- 
ter in the book of providence hard to be 
explained. In this way, we have reaſon 


to think, God ſometimes deſigus to pu- 


niſh a people's ingratitude to him for a 
good admiuiſtration, which they have 
enjoyed; their unſubmiſſiveneſs to it, and 
abuſe of it's bleſſings. He may alſo in- 


tend the advantage of the perſons thus diſ- 


placed, by a diſpenſation generally grie- 
vous enough to them. He may behold 
their virtue endangered by their elevati- 
on: He may foreſee that they would not 
be proof againſt the temptations of it ; 
and that they would neglect, what to 
them, as well as to others, is © the one 
thing needful,” the care of their ſouls. 


Many have loſt ground in religion by ad- 


vancement, and recovered it by a return 


to private life. 


HavinG remarked on the agency of God 
in advancing and depoling men, I go on, 
THIRDLY. 


42 
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TrxirDLY, To conſider what views 
they ſhould have in ſeeking and accept- 


ing places in government. I here men» 


tion //ceking places, for I do not imagine 
that all kinds and degrees of this, are to 
be condemned; though the character of 
ſeekers, in general, is a very odious and 
invidious one. Importunity in a can- 
didate for promotion is a preſumptive 
evidence, that he is unfit for it. Men 
of the beſt qualifications have generally 
diſdained thoſe low arts and intrigues, by 
which ſome have made their way into 
places of power. It is hard to ſay what 
can be more baſe and wicked, than the 
conduct of thoſe, who attempt to riſe by 


the help of adulation and bribes, unleſs 


it be that of thoſe who hearken to them, 
and become the tools of their pride and 


ambition. That temper, however, de- 


{ſerves to be denominated a falſe modeſty, 
which makes men always decline prefer- 
ment, when it comes in their way; or 


avoid thoſe offices which require great 


abilities, when they know themſelves to 
be poſleſt of them. Hereby they may be 
chargeable with hiding talents which they 
ought to improve for the public good. 


B 3 Bou 
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Bor all mens endeavors to fiſe in 
government ſhould be ſuch, as they ha ve 
reaſon to think God approves; ſuch as 
they can with ſincerity recommend to 
his bleſſing, and wait on him to ſuc- 
ceed. If this is not the caſe, they are 
in effect fighting againſt God, They 
ought not to ſeek, nor even to accept, 
ſuch offices as they know - they cannot 
diſcharge, in a good meaſure auſwerable 
to the nature and importance of them. 


Son is the judge—You ſhould be able 
to look up to him in confidence, that he 
approves every ſtep you take in the way 
to poſts of honor; and with a willing- 
neſs to be diſappointed, if in his unerring 
wiſdom he ſees you to be unfit for 
them; and that your ſucceſs would ope- 
rate either to the damage of the public, 
or of yourſelves. Such a ſerious regard 
to God, as the fountain of all power, 
would ſhame men of virtue and model- 
ty. out of thoſe baſe methods, by which, 


it is to be feared, ſome are ſceking aſter 
promotion. | 


— 


MEN 
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Iten ihdeed' ate yeherfilly pattial to 
therifelves : They think their aceom- 
pliſhments greater than they are. Utider 
the influence of this pattiality, ſome may 
with honeft ſimplicity ſolicit, and enter 
into, ſuch departments in government, 
as they can by no means fill with digni- 
ty, and tothe ſatisfaction of the public. 
This evil is to be guarded againſt by 
thoſe, whoſe part it is to introduce men 
into office. 


al To | 8 TR” 
The rules to be obſerved by ſuch is the 


FouRTH thing 10 be conſidered. 


They ſhould act with great fidelity and 
caution. This 3 and caution 1 


© a SS 4 & 


who chooks perſons into office. The 
buſineſs ] is of a very intereſting nature ; 
in doing it they ſhould conſider themſelves 
as inſtruments in the hand of God, and 
therefore bound to conſult his will, and 
to govern themſelves by! it. This teaches 
them to promote men according to 
their apparent merit; and not to be influ- 
enced by private connexions, and proſ- 
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pets of perſonal advantage. The public 
proſperity greatly depends on your faith» 
ful diſcharge of your duty in this reſpect, 
You are accountable to God for the 
manner in which you diſcharge it. You 
are bound as you will anſwer it to him, 
to conſider the qualifications of candi- 
dates, for places in government, and to 
promote ſuch, and ſuch only, as you 


think in ſome good meaſure poſſeſſed 
of chem. 


WHAT theſe qualifications are, I have 
not time particularly to conſider. Two 
of the moſt eſſential, and jn which moſt 
others may be included, I ſhall briefly 
_ mention—If'! dom and Religion. 


No ſmall degree of wiſdom andknow: 
ledge is neceſſary to conſtitute a good 
ruler, whether he fills a place in the legiſ- 
lative, or executive part of government. 
Solomon when advanced to be king over 
Iſrael, prayed for a wiſe and underſtand- 
Ing heart: God appraved his petition 
as ſeaſonable, and gave a gracious anſwer 
to it. Wiſdom is not only. noceſfary for 


kings, and for perſons iu the higheſt fs 
"M * 
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of goyexpment, but proportionable de- 
grees of it, for thoſe who hold fbordi. 
nate places. Rulers are compared to 
light, which, by a familiar metaphor, 
ſignifies, knowledge. * The heads of 
' the tribes. of Ifachar,” choſen to repre- 
ſent their brethren on a certain important 
occaſion, are expreisly ſaid tobe men, 
that had underſtanding of the tien, to 
know what Ifrael ought to da. 


41 


GovERNMENT is by no means ſafe 
in the hands af weak and ignorant men, 
how good ſoever their intentions may 
be. When ſuch men have the manage- 
ment of our public affairs what can we 


expect, but that they run into conſuſion 
and diſorder ? 


Nor is it every kind of knowledge 
that will qualify a man to govern. He 
muſt be acquainted with men, as well as 
things ; otherwiſe he will be in conti- 
nual danger of being impoſed on, by the 
ſubtilty and addreſs of deſigning men a- 
round him. He will confide in thoſe 
who are not to be truſted, and make 

thoſe his counſellors, who will take pains 


t 


26 Ai EI Fer iow-Srkhtdbt. 
to lead Him aſtray. It is tit t haracter 


of tht ſupreme rüler, that,“ Hai A God 
bf Kibwledge, by whom attfons ate 
elghed.“ * Rillers among men, ſhould 
ave fill ro form a due gſtimatè of the 
actions of perſbns, under all that coloring 
Wille they lay oh them. ff they have 
nvr, how can they approve” And reward 
thoſe that have a ſalutary influence on 
the public? How can they diſapprove and 
cqunteract thoſe of a contrary nature? 


— 


government, but alſo with thoſe which 


be, tender of both, and able to defend 
both. They ſhould know how to ſtate 
the bounds of their own authority, and 
of the rights of the people ; that while 
with firmneſs they aſſert the former, they 
may not infringe on the latter. Wiſdom 
is neceſlary to direct them in all that va- 
riety of buſineſs, to which their ſtations 
call them ; which variety I cannot now 
further conſider, R 
RELIGION 
* xSam. II. 3. 
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Ri IId fon is the other quäfitcurion 
which 1 mentioned, as neceſfary to the 
character of a good ruler. He muſt be 4 | 
man of religion, who diſcharges the du- 
ties of a magiſttate with fidelity,” BY a 
man of religion I mean one that is a tree” 
featet of God, one that is in d good meas 
ſure fanctified by his grade, ſotned to t 
temper recominended by the' goſpet of 
Chriſt, and ſincerely endeavors to act up 

to thoſe rules of piety and vittue;'whith 
are therein preſcribed; wt 412 


ur 36 


; 


PrETY towards God is the only baſis; 
on which a proper conduct towards men, 
can ſtand firm and ſteady againſt thoſe 
þlaſts of temptation, to which all men are 
_ expoſed; and which beat on thoſe, that 
are in elevated ſtations, with peculiar vi- 
olence, as ſtorms do on a houſe tllat 

ſtands on an eminence. * He that fears 
not God, will not regard than,” will not 

regard him, with that tender cohcern'for 

his proſperity, and that ſincere endeavor 

to promote it, which the laws of religion 
require. True patriotiſm ( for ſuch a 
thing no doubt there, is, though many 

may be ſtrangers to it, who are fond of 
the 
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the name) hath it's foundation in religion. 


A vicious man hath no ſettled principle. 
of action. He is ruled by ſelfiſh paſſions. 
To gratify theſe, he will ſacrifice his 


conſcience ; he will trample on law, 


 DinncTLY the reverſe of this, is the 


tendency of religion, when it is pure and 
undeſiled. It regulates the paſſions ; it 
enlarges the mind ; it fills it with noble, 
and benevolent deſigns ; it leads men to 


enterprize great things for the public 


good; it drives away the miſts of preju- 
dice and temptation, which are ſo apt 
to obſcure the path of duty; it inſpires 
2 noble fortitude and reſolution to purſue. 
the end of government, though it ſhould 
lead through a ſcene of painful oppoſiti- 
on ; though the beſt intentions ſhould 
be miſconſtrued, and the moſt j Important 


ſervices go unrewarded, 


Now thoſe that are concerned in pro- 


moting men to public ſtations, are bound 
| to 


when he can do it with impunity; he 
will betray his friends; he will ſell his 
country ; having firſt © ſold himſelf to 
work ” all theſe kinds of © wickedneſs.” 
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to have great regard to their virtue and 


religion. Por the God of Iſrael faid, 


the Rock of Iſrael ſpake to me—He that 

ruleth over men muſt be juſt, ruling in 
the fear of Gd. King David deter- 
mined to act on this principle in calling 
men to office under him. © Mine eyes 
ſhall be upon the faithful in the land : 
He that walketh | in a perſect way he ſhall 
ſerve me.” T 


Gor who i the judge, and who never 
errs in judgment, hath plainly intimated 
the neceſſity of the two leading qualifica- 
tions for rulexs, which I have mentioned 
—and not barely mentioned, but a little 
enlarged upon, as this head of diſcourſe 
hath a particular aſpect on the public 
tranſactions of this day. And are you 


not under the moſt ſolemn obligations to 


regard the will of God in promoting men? 
When you do fo, you are workers toge- 
ther with him in the matter : When you 
do not, you ſet yourſelves in oppoſition 


to him; and if he ſuffers you to ſucceed, 


it will no doubt be in judgment to You, 
and to the land, 


FIFTHLY 


' # 2 Sam, XXIII. 3. + Pal C1. 6. 


EP 


FirrxkIx. Tuts ſubject inſtructs 

thoſe who are advanced: to places of 
power and truſt, how they ſhould be- 
have, and preſſes fidelity on them by the 

moſt ſerious motives. They are to con- 
| ider themſelves as promoted by God, 

ll and accountable. to him for their conduct 

| | in MN Hey, God is the joey: 0m 
| 


RULERs ought alwayat to look on their 
authority as derived to them. They are 
dot originally poſſeſſed of any; This 
| conſideration ſhould make them bumble. 

| | It ſhould give a check to a proud and 
| 


haughty fpirit ; if, at any time, they find 
' Tuch an one ready to preyail. Ir ſhould 

| guard them againſt an oyerbearing ty- 
| | rannical behaviour. They ſhould fre- 

|. quently make the reflection of the apoſ- 
| tle; What have we that we did not 
| 1 receive? And if we received It Why do 
pe boaſt ! 


TR Ex ſhould conſider their authority 
alſo as limited by the author of it; and 
that, both as to degree and continuance. 


God Pater down, as well as raiſeth up. 
The. 


- 


” 74 1 21 


The tripmphing of wicked rulers, who 
abuſe e power in ways of pride and 
oppreſſion, i is generally ſhort. To one of 
this character, the remark of the 65 
ſage con Wg a hypocrite may be ap- 
plied ; * hough his excellency mount 
up to the heavens, and his head reach unte 
the clouds, yet he ſhall periſh forever: 

They that have ſcen him ſhall ſay who 
is he”? f When a virtuous people are 
oppreſſed, they may carry their com plaints 
to God, in humble confidence, that hę 
will not long © ſuffer the rod of the wicked 
to reſt on the lot of the righteous, ” 4 


2 


Tux conſideration that their promoti- 
on cometh from God, ſhould make rulers 
careful to improve it in a way, the moſt | 
agreeable to his will, that they can. They 
do this, when they ſaithſully purſue the 
ends of government; when they ſtudir 
ouſly imitate the ſupreme ruler of the 
univerſe, the ſceptre of whoſe king- 
dom is a right ſceptre, ” Legiſlators do 
this, when they are ſolicitous that all the | 
laws they enact, be juſt, and good, cor- 
reſpondent to thoſe of the ſupreme ! La W- 
giver. And thoſe that execute the laws, 


when 
+ Job xx. 6. 7. 1 Palm Cxxv. 3. 


Ln 
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when'they act in their offices, with ſtea- 
dineſs and impartiality, that they may be 
a terror to evil-doers, and a praiſe to them 
that do well. All thoſe who are veſted 
with authority do this, neden have 
a tender concern for the rights and pri- 
vileges of the people, and endeavor to 
preſerve them entire and inviolate—when 
they feel for them under all their burdens; 
and “in all their afflictions are afflited” — 
when they conſtrue their conduct into 

the moſt favorable ſenſe it will bear— 
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when they are ready to paſs by, and 


excuſe as many faults and offences, as 
will conſiſt with the regular ſupport of 
government when they are willing to 


loſe ſomething of the ſeverity of the 


magiſtrate, in the tenderneſs ofa father 
In a word; when in their adminiſtration, 


„ mercy and truth meet together, righ- 


teouſneſs and peace kiſs each other,” * 


RuLERs ſhould uſe their influence in 
an eſpecial manner to promote religion. 


This they ſhould do, not only by reward- 
ing virtue, and puniſhing vice ; but by 


what is often more influential, their own 


pious and good example, People in the 
lower 
* Plalm LXXXV, 10, | 
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ber Glaſſes in life, have a peculiar fond- 
neſs to imitate thoſe) that are in ſtations 
of eminence and dignity. This would 
operate f. r the general good, were ** great 
men always wile,” virtuous, and cireum- 
ſpect, in their converſation: The morals 
of a people are greatly affected by thoſe 
of their ;rulers. Religion flouriſhed or 
declided in Iſrael very much according 

to the diſpoſition and practice of their 
kings. Solomon obſerved that ** if a 
ruler hearken to lies, all bis ſervants are 
wicked. Vices receive :a currency 
from the example of princes, as money 
doth, from their image and ſuperſcription. 
If magiſtrates are eminently pious and 
good, they are lights in the world, which 
ſhining before others induce them to 

« plorify. our Father who is in heaven, 

by a correſpondent practice of piety and 
goodneſs, But if they are vicious, they are 
like ' baleful comets, that ſpread plagues 
and deſolations through a land, ** Te 
malignant Influences. — 


Gov is the judge, ſays our 15 Rulers 
ſhould always conſider him in that cha- 
racter. To him they are accountable for 
C their 


2 Proy. XXIX. 12. 
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their bohduct. 1 ay not 5 
ute not, in ſome ſenſe, accountable to 
men. The power of government ia by 
Bod, the original ſource of it, lodged in 
the peaple. By them it is delegated, un- 
der divine providenoe, to certain of their 
brethren, to be improved for the common 
good. When therefore they proftitute 
it to oppreſs and enflave, in ditect con- 
tradition to the ends of igoyernment ; 
the people have a right to call them to 
account, and to take out of their hands 
the power which they have fo abuſed. 


Bur they are eſpecially to conſider 
themſelves as accountable to God. They 
ſhould remember that he now acts the 
part of a judge, ſo far as by his impartial 
eye to ſurvey all their oounſels, deſigns, 

and actions. They ſhould: eonſider him 
as always preſent with them; and that 
their moſt ſecret purpoſes and ſchemes, 
are“ naked and opened to the eyes of him, 
with whom they have to do * whoſe 
« eyes are as a flame of fire t; And that 
this * righteous Lord loveth rightaouſ- 
neſs, and his countenance ns the 


upright, "op 


* Heb, IV, 12. 1 Rev. I. 14. + PRI. AN. . 


A 
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:. A $0LEMN, ſenſe of God i in this tro- 
Hondows character; Cultivated in the 
minds of rulers, would baniſh a thouſand 
[temptations to venality and corruption. 
It would lead them to a humble review - 
of their paſt behayiofr, that the errors of 
it, may be repented of; and ſimilar ones 
avoided; for time to come. It would 
make them afraid to indulge to any ſelfiſh 
and ſiniſter deſigns, which militate againſt 
the public welfare; though they were 
Ture-to.conceal them from the eye of men. 
The fear of God would check the fear of 
man, and prevent it's prevailing on them, 
ſo as to enſnare them. They would not 
fear loſing their places, by faithfulneſs in 
diſcharging the duties ot them. They 
would conſider, it is the favor of God 
that makes their mountain ſtand ſtrong ; 
that their times are in his hands; the 
date of their political, as wells as natural 
life. wa 


RuLEeks ſhould look forward to that 
approaching day, when they muſt appear 
before God's auguſt tribunal, and give 
account of all the talents he hath: com- 
e to them. They ſhould endeavor 

2 3 to 
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to bring that day near in their meditati- 
ons. It is apt to appear more diſtant than 
it really is, and ſo leſſens to the eye of the 
mind, as objects do by their diſtance to 
that of the body. The word of revelation 
aſſures us, that © it is appointed for all 
once to die, and that after death is the 
judgment ; *” and that * every one ſhall 
give account of himſelf to God, F ” who 
is no reſpecter of perſons; but will render 
to every one according to his deeds. It 
is an invariable rule, according to which 
God will proceed in the judgment, that 
unto whomſoever much is given, of him 
ſhall much be required.” } Rulers have 
much committed to them ; unfaithfulneſs 
in the uſe of it, will render their guilt 
very great, and their doom very dreadful. 
If they are now confcious of being ha- 
bitually and allowedly unfaithful, they 
may well tremble, as a wicked governor 
once did, upon hearing of a judgment to 
come. 


s 
7 


Bur a proſpect happily different from 
this a proſpect as bright and glorious as 
this is dark and gloomy, opens upon that 

ruler, who cultivates in his heart the 


principles 
* Heb. IX. 27. + Rom, XIV, 12, 1 Luke XII. 48. 


„ A DV. . ꝗ Ä ⁵ ] . Ok cn. 
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principles of undiſſembled piety and vir- 


tue, and forms his conduct upon them; 
whoſe governing aim is to comply with 
the will of God in all things, and to ſe- 
cure his approbation. He can look for- 
ward to that important day, in which 
God will judge the ſecrets of men by 
Jeſus Chriſt, with calmneſs and comfort, 
He then ſhall-recgive the plaudit of his 
Judge, befare aſſembled worlds of angels 
and. men Well done good and faith- 
ful ferrant ; thou haſt been faithful in a 
few things; I will make thee ruler over 
many things; enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord!“ * 255 


FINALLY. Our ſubject ſuggeſts the 
duty of a people to their rulers. Rulers 
and ſubjects are correlate terms; they cau- 
not ſubſiſt ſeperately. If God ſets ſome- 
in the place of rulers, and inveſts them 
with a power to govern; He certainly 
appoints others to the place of ſubjects, 


and makes it their duty to ſubmit to go- 


verument. People are bound to regard 
the will and agency,of God in cloathing 
perſons with civil authority. When 
they do fo, they will obey © not only for 
83 Wrath, 
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wrath, but alſo for conſcience fake; * 


and treat them according to the nature 
and deſigu of their - offices; aud 1 
. in the Ne of chem. 


11g 


Iri is incuaden on q people chearfully 
to ſupport civil government. This is not 
to be viewed as the part of charity and 
generoſity, but of juſtice. The 'ſup+ 
port of thoſe, Who « their time 
and talents to ſerve the public, mould 
de made eaſy and honorable. "Thoſe 
who diligently attend to the duties of 
their ſtations, have care, labor and an- 
xiety enough: People ſhould not inereaſe 
theſe, by withholding from them an 
adequate reward for their ſervices. This 
would tend to diſhearten them, and to 


weaken their efforts for the public good. 


A RESPECTFUL treatment of their 
rulers is alſo the duty of a people. It is 


an apoltolical injunction, that we“ render 


honor to whom honor is due. It is 
due to thoſe, who are raifed to important 
ſeats of government. We fhould/ pray 


| for them, We ſhould treat their perſons 
| with v veneration and eſteem. We ſhould 


_ſpeat 
1 Nene XIII. 5 f Rem. XR. 7: 


12 
. 


ICTION>Ot 
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ſpeak of them, and to fe 0 oO 
ay pony wp 


dy too much N 37 is 
written, thou Malt not esd Gy 1 the 
ruler of thy, people. 


A Prop: B are in duty bound to ſabmit 
0 10 Pp tical fathers, ip every 1125 
law. ful. if they 1 5 this, they fru 
trate the deſign ok God and men, in 
cloathing them with this character; and 

overnment is at an end. Submiſſion is 
injoined on a people, by ſeveral of the 
iaſpired writers. The paſſages i in which 
it is ſo, have been often quoted, on occa- 
ſions ſimilar to the preſent, and are 1 
truſt too well known to need repeating 
at large. * They have by ſome been 
made to prove too much. They are no 
doubt to be underſtood with ſome limi- 
tation. He is the miniſter of God to 
thee for good, ” ſays St. Paul, of the 
civil magiſtrate. This implies, that ſo 
far as he purſues the end for which God 
n him in er he 1 is to be e ; 
Qr 


t AR, xxl. * 4 . XIII. 2. 


LEMON. 39, N 
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Nor ſhould ſmall inſtances, in which we 
imagine he fails of this, be looked upon 
ſuftcient ground for refufing ſubmiſſion. 
Theſe may ariſe rather from human frail- 
ty, than any ſettled diſpoſition in him to 
abuſe his power. But when he uſes his 
authority for purpoſes juſt the reverſe of 
thoſe for which it was delegated to hin 
when he evidently encroaches on the 
natural and conſtitutional rights of the 
ſubjet—when he tramples on thoſe laws 
which were made, at once to limit his 
power, and defend the people—in fuch 
caſes they are not obliged to obey him. 
They are guilty of impiety againſt God; 

and of injuſtice to themſelves, and the 
community, of which they are mem- 
bers, if they do : For his commands inter- 
fere with thoſe of the ſupreme ruler, and 
overthrow the foundations of govern- 
ment, which he hath laid. We muſt 

obey God rather than man, ” * 


Tux doctrine of paſſive obedience 
and non-reliſtence, which had ſo many 
adyoc ates 1n our nation, a century ago, 
is at this day, generally given up, as in- 


defenſible, and yored unreaſonable and 
abſurd, 


Hes V. 29. 
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abſurd. 'The unreaſonableneſs and ab- 
ſurdity of it, hath indeed been proved by 
ſome of the greateſt eee of our age. 


„ WHERFSOEVER lew ends”. ( ſays 
the great Mr. Lock E) © tyranny begins; 
te if the law be tranſgreſſed to another's 
* harm. And whoever in authority ex- 
* ceeds the power given him by law, and 
“makes uſe of the force he hath under 
his command, to compaſs that upon the 
_ * ſubje&, which the law allows not, ceaſes 
«in that to be a magiſtrate ; and, acting 
* without authority, may be oppoſed as 
any other man, who invades the right 
* of another. Here, tis likely, (con- 
« tinues he ) the common queſtion will 
ebe made, who ſhall be judge, whether 
the prince or legiflature act contrary to 
« their truſt ? This, perhaps, ill- affected 
* and factious men may ſpread among the 
„people, when the prince only makes 
« uſe of his juſt prerogative. To this I 
* reply : The people ſhall be judge; for 
« who ſhall be judge whether his truſtee 
* or deputy acts well, and according to 
the truſt repoſed in him, but he who 
0 ' deputes him, and muſt, by having de- 
| « * puted | 1 


4% An HM 
© putad hib, hn vs ſtill a power to diſcard 


*him, when he fails in his truſt? If this 
be reaſonable in particular cafes of pri+ 
vate men, why ſhould it be otherwiſe 
in that of the greateſt moment, where 
the welfare of millions Is concerned; 
*and alſo where the evil, if not prevent · 
* ed; is greater, and the redreſ very difſi · 
ae dear, and dangerous? | 


| Tarnn may indeed de danger chatilk 
diſpoſed men men diſaffected togoyern- 
ment in general, will“ uſe this liberty,” 
which the God of nature hath given us, 
for an occaſion to the fleſh,” to gratify 
the diſorderly luſts of it ; and ſo to diſturb 
the peace of the ſociety, of which they 
are members. But this is not a ſuſhcient 
reaſon why we ſhould diſcontinue our 
claim to it. [2 


' SUBJECTS will, however, find it to 
their advantage to ſuffer great inconve- 
niences, rather than to rife up againſt 
men in authority. They are not to ex- 
pect an adminiſtration without faults. 
Small faults fhould not be remarked on 


| WI bitterneſs, or maguilied. with alt 
the 
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the power of invention. This would in- 
creaſe the burden of government, already 
ben vy enough on thoſe, who are faith- 
ful in diſcharging the duties of it ; and, 
tend to diſcourage thoſe from taking a part 
in it, who are beſt qualified, A generous 
readineſs to make every kind allowance 
for what may be amiſs in others, is per- 
haps one of the rareſt qualities in the 
world: It is however a very neceſſary 
one, in the ſeveral connexions of ſociety, 
and "hey in that beige _—_ 


and $266 wah 


Ir any thing hath been ſuggeſted in 
this diſcourſe, which may ſerve to 
lead rulers, or people, into a better 
underſtanding of their duty, and to ani- 
mate them to diligence and fidelity iu 
diſcharging it, the deſign of our aſſem- 
bling in this houſe of worſhip is not loft. 
I will fuppoſe you poſſeſſed of every in- 
ſtructive ſentiment that hath been ſug- 
geſted, if any ſuch there hath been, and 
therefore ſhall not make a recapitulation 
of what bath been faid, in the way of 
particular addreſs. 
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"TNATTENTION to the duties of their 
ſtations is inexcuſable in all orders of men, 
It becomes criminal and dangerous, in 
proportion to the importance of theſe 
duties. The public welfare greatly de- 
pends on the * and 2 of civil 
rulers. 


Iris? hope with ſincere gratitude to 
God, that we ſee this anniverſary. The 
public tranſactions of it, Honored Fathers, 
we look upon to be very intereſting to 
this people. We have been ſeeking to 
the fountain of wiſdom, for guidance and 
direction to be afforded to you, in them. 
To day you exerciſe an important pri- 
vilege of our happy conſtitution, that of 
chooſing Gentlemen to ſit at theCouncil 


board; who are not only to conſtitute 


one branch of the legiſlature, but © to 
the beſt of their judgment, at all times, 
freely to give their advice to the Go- 
“ vernor, for the good management of 
the public affairs of this government.” 
This is a privilege on which the happi- 
neſs of this people not a little depends. 
It was always dear to our fathers, and is 
lo to us. By | it we have the great ſatiſ- 


faction 
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faction of feeing the Council conſiſt of 
men from among ourſelves, whoſe inte- 
reſt is the ſame with that of the people; 
and who are under all conceivable obli- 
gations to ſeek their welfare. This is a 
privilege ſecured to us by royal charter ; 
on which ſecurity, I truſt, under God, 
we may depend,for the continuance of it 
down to the lateſt poſterity. A privilege 
which we have not forfeited ; and God 
forbid we ſhould, in any future time, be 
guilty of ſuch conduct, as might e 
it juſt to deprive us of it. 


Wu we injoy by chin; is not to 
be looked upon barely as matter of grace; 
but, in a meaſure at leaſt, of right. Our 
fathers faithfully performed the conditi- 
ons, on which charter privileges were 
granted, To do this they paſſed through 
a ſcene of hardſhips labors and ſufferings. 
Theſe were produQtive of great advan- 
tapes to the mother country. Our char- 
ter privileges are thoſe of Engliſhmen ; 
thoſe of the Britiſh conſtitution ; as our 
form of government, in this proviace, is 
an image in miniature of that of qur 
nation. 


; To 


| 
| 
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Far appointment of the Govertion 
and commander in chief, is by the pro · 
vince charter, which we wiſh never to 
ſde- vacated, reſerved to the crown. In 
this we acquieſce : We indeed conſider 
iti as preferable to annual elections by 


the: — 


„Born the other branches of the legił 
nature, we have the liberty of chooſing. 
We hope the good people of this province 
have acted, with due conſideration, in 
the choice they have made of perſons to 
repreſent them, in the preſent aſſembly ; 
and that all who are to be concerned in 
the elections of this day, will be influ» 
enced by motives, truely religious and 


- . 


patriotic. It is not wealth * it is not 


family it is not either of theſe alone, 
nor both of them together, tho' I readily 
ate allow 


Wu L. QuintiusCincinnatus was created Diflator,richls ; 
were not by — of the Roman citizens tho pt 
ne to preferment eſtate was a farm conſi 

- only of four acres oſ land: Hewss at plongh when 
deputies came to him from the 2 to * — rag 

hint of; b — 4.1 w i - —— e 

- were found in rion, thou e 1 * à tortune 
bt fir Ho are, vanced And yer be were ae a 
& Romans even in „there is a greater 
Aunber among us in this, who Le deſcribed byLivy, 


. de yr — ſays — © Operæ pretium eſt audire, 


divitiis humana ſpernunt; neque bonori magno 
cum. neque virtuti putant efle, niſi effuſe affluant 
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allow neirher;is to be; difragarded; that 
will qualify men for important ſears in 
government, unleſs they are rich and 
honorable in other and moye important 
reſpects. This, province hath had men, 
and ſuch; I. doubt not there: are full 
among us, in whom all theſe qualities 
are happily united. But in the firſt place, 
and before all other things, you ſhould 
regard wiſdom and ſintogrity, underftat- 
fling and religion, as qualifications for 
the buſineſs, of government. If youraim 
. to chooſe men thus qualified, you are 
4 workers together with God, who is 
the fountain of all promotion. If you 
give your ſuffrages for thoſe, whom 
you know to be of a contrary character, 
you are chargeable with nothing lefs 
than a voluntary oppoſition to the will 
of Heaven. A ſerious thought, with 
which, we wih to have your winds 
deeply impreſled. 


Tr is always important to have wiſe 
and faithful rulers. It is peculiarly ſo, 
when the ſtate of a people is difficult and 
perplexed. None can doubt our's being 
fach, at the preſent day. All muſt agree 

in 
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in this, however different their ſentiments 
may be, as to the immediate occaſions of 
our troubles. Mutual confidence and 
affetion, between Great Britain and 
theſeColonies, I ſpeak it with grief, ſeers 
to be in ſome meaſure loſt. | I truſt no- 
thing of our loyalty to the beſt of Kings, 
or of our. readinefs to yield obedience to 
the due exerciſe of the authority of the 
Britiſh Parliament, is loſt. : People indeed 
generally apprehend ſome of their moſt 
important civil rights and ptivileges to 
be in great danger ; and that ſeveral of 
them cannot be enjoyed under the exe- 
cution of certain acts, lately paſſed in 
the Parliament of Great Britain. How 
far theſe apprehenſions are juſt, is nat 
my province to determine. Nor ſhall 
I pretend fully to point out the political 
cauſes of our unhappineſs; or the ſteps 
which are neceſſary to be n for che 
redreſs of our grievances. ö 


Tuts matter more immediately be- 
longeth to you, our honored Fathers. 
If we ſuffer by being. miſrepreſcnted: to 
our . moſt gracious Sovereign, or to his 
* tis your part to remove the 

hurttul 
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hurtful influence hereof, in ſuch ways, 
as you ſhall think moſt proper and decent. 
'Tis your's, to ſet the temper and con- 
duct of this people, in a juſt light before 
the throne. Tis your's, to carry their 
cries, and tears, and humble petitions thi- 
ther. "Tis your's, to plead their. cauſe, 
with“ tight words,” which“ are force- 
able, and © words of truth, which 
muſt, which will prevail. 


Tun Miniſters of religion will unite 
their endeavors, to inveſtigate and de- 
clare, the moral cauſe of our troubles. 
We ſhould endeavor, my reverend Fa- 
thers and Brethren, and I truſt we have 
been endeavoring, to direct the eye of 
our people to the hand of God, in the 
. evils which are come upon us, and which 
threaten us. Is there any evil in the 
city, and the Lord hath not done it? * 
Are not theſe calamities to be viewed, as 
tokens of the divine diſpleaſure againſt us, 
on account of our ſins ? Is it not a day, 
in which we ought to © cry aloud and 
not ſpare, to ſhew our people their tranſ- 
greſſions and their fins?” + Should we 
Hot moſt importunately call them to re- 
$3 = 2 pentance 
* Amos III. 6. + Ifai. LVIIL 2. 
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pentance and reſormation, as the only 
way, in which we can expect the remo- 
val of our difficulties? It hath probably 
been the fault of this people, in theſe 
days of darkneſs and doubtful expectati- 
an, that they have fixed their thoughts 
too much on ſecond cauſes, without 4. 
- duly regarding the firſt that they have 
been too ready to cenſure the conduct of 
others, without making proper reflecti- 
ons on their own. Hath not God rea- 
ſon to complain of us, as he did of Iſrael, 
in a day of calamity ; I hearkened and 
heard, but they ſpake not aright. No 
- man repented him of his wickedneſs, 
ſaying what have I done?“ 4 
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Tut proſpect at this day is indeed 
dark: The darkeſt part of it ariſes from 
the decay of religion, and the prevalence 
of wickedneſs among us. Is it not too 
evident to be denied, that © iniquity 
greatly abounds, ” and that © the love of 
many” to God and religion,“ is waxen 
cold? Muſt we not own that by our 
ſins, we have forfeired all our privileges, 
into the hands of God; though 1 truſt 
| not, into the hands of men ? And are 
= - "hot 
| 1 Jer, VIII. 6. | 
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not many of the evils we ſuffer, the 
natural and neceſſary, as well as moral 
effects of our vices? Is it poſſible a people 
ſhould be happy, when pride, and ex- 
travagance, luxury, and intemperance 
abound among them ? Will not poverty 
and diſeafe, uneaſineſs and contention, na- 
turally ſpring from thefe vices? Doth not 
the providence of God-loudly call on all 
orders of men, to unite their moſt vi- 
gorous endeavors, to check the growth 
of the ſins which I have mentioned, and 
of others which might be named; ſuch 
as the profanation of God's name,* and 
day; uncleanneſs; and acts of violence, 
injuſtice, and oppreſſion We confide in 
the wiſdom and fidelity of our rulers, to 
make and execute good and wholſome 
laws for the ſuppreſſion of theſe vices ; 
and for the encouragement of induſtry, 
frugality, and temperance, and all thofe 
virtues which conſtitute and adorn the 
chriſtian character; and to add life and 
energy to law, by their own good exam- 
ple. And I hope we ſhall all, in our 
Wa ſeveral 


If God's holy name is, at this day, too frequently and 
ſometimes irreverently invoked, even in a judicial man- 
ner, every fincere friend to virtue and religion, muſt with 
to have this practice, ſa affronti ve to the Deity, and ſa 
deſtructi ve to the moral of the people, diſcontinued. 
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ſeveral” ſtations, moſt heartily gbet the 
important deſign. Our temporal ſal vation, 
under God, depends upon it. A virtuous 
Pays will always be free and happy. 


A R1GHTEOUSNESS exalteth a nati- 
* on.” Could we ſee people in general, 
humbling themſelves under the mighty 
hand of Gad, in the evils that are come 
upon us could we ſee a general diſpo- 
ſition in them, to break off from their 
ſins by righteouſneſs, and from their 111- 
quities by turning to the Lord—could 
we ſee practical piety and religion pre- 
vailing among all ranks of men how 
much would the proſpect brighten up ? 
God would appear for us, who is the 
* hope of his people, and the ſaviour 
* thereof in the day of trouble.“ And 
“ if God be for us, who can be againſt 
& us?f” He can work deliverance for us 
in a-thoufand ways to us unknown. Then 
our peace ſhall be as a river, when our 
righteouſneſs is as the waves of the ſea. 
Mutual harmony and affection ſhall be 
reitored between Great-Britain and her 
colonies, and between all orders of men 
in them. The burdens under which we 


groan 


* Jer. XIV. 3. + Rom, VIII. zi. 
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groan ſhall be removed. We ſhall no 
longer be ſo unhappy, as tobe ſuſpected of 
wanting loyalty to our King, or of having 
the leaſt diſpoſition to refuſe a conſtituʒ 
tional ſubjection to our parent country, 
The great evils, which e no ſuffer, in 
conſequence of ſuch groundleſs ſuſpi- 
cions, ſhall be removed. We ſhall ſit 
quietly under our vines and figtrees, en- 
joying the fruit of our fathers unremitting 
labors, and of our own, and have nang 
to make us afraid. We ſhall behold our 
ſettlements extending themſelves into the 
yet uncultivated lands. The wilder 
neſs ſhall become a fruitful field, and the 
deſart ſhall bloſſom as the roſe.” Our 
navigation ſhall be freed from it's preſent 
embarraſsment ; and trade recover a 
flouriſhing ſtate. Our rights and priy+ 
leges ſhall be eſtabliſhed en a firmer baſis 
than ever. Every revolving year fhall - 
add ſomething to theglory and happineſs 
of AMERICA. And thoſe that behold it 
ſhall ſee occaſion to ſay, © Happy art 
thou O people! Who is like unto thee, 
ſaved of the Lord! The ſhield of thy 
help, and whois the ſword of thine ex- 
cellency !“ * 


WHrHosE | 
* Deut, XXXIII. 29. IS 
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Wrosz breaſt doth not burn with 
© deſires to ſee his dear native land in ſuch 
a ſtate, the happy reverſe of it's preſent 
one! Who would not be ambitious -of 
contributing ſomething towards it! This 
we have all power to do. Let us up, 
and be OO and the Lord ſhall be with 
us. 


Bur Chriſtianity, my ref] pectable hea- 
rers, which we profeſs, carries our 
thoughts beyond this preſent ſtate of 
things. This life is but the preface of 
our exiſtence. Affairs will never be in 
ſo happy a ſituation in it, as we could 
wiſh for. It is not agreeable to God's 
univerſal plan of government, that we 
ſhould here be free from every pricking 
brier and grieving thorn, We are too 
apt tolay our account for refined happi- 
neſs in this life. Frequent difappoint- 
ments are neceſſary to teach us our er- 
Tor, and to wean us from the vanities of 
time and ſenſe. This is the ſalutary ef- 
fe of our troubles ; and when we find 
it in ourſelves, weſhould acknowledge tho 
kindneſs of heaven in permitting them. 


A | 
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A rzw days will cloſe the preſent 
ſcene with us all. We maſt quit our ſta- 
tions, be they higher or lower. We muſt 
bid adieu to this world, and enter into 
the eternal one. 'There an endleſs circle 
of happineſs, infinitely greater than can 
be derived from the moſt proſperous 
ſtate of things here, is provided—pro- 
vided by the mercy of God, through the 
mediation of Chriſt —provided for all, 
who repent and believe the Goſpel—for 
all, who act their part well on the ſtage 
of the preſent life—who ſerve God and 
their generation faithfully, according to 
his will. 


Be this the object of our principal 
hopes, and deſires! Let us continue 
patient in the ways of well doing ; ſeek- 
ing for glory, honor and immortality ; 
till, through the riches of God's grace in 
Chriſt, we be crowned with eternal life, 
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THE END. 
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